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The book “A child called it: one child's courage to survive” by Dave Pelzer accounts for the autobiography of a boy named David, who was severely abused through beating, starvation, stabbing, and torture by his own mother. Dave struggles with abuses up to ages 12 but later recovers buried the hatchet of his past and lives a meaningful and happy life thereafter. The story started with Dave at 12 years, lying about the bruises all over his body. He knew that the bruises were from the torture and beatings he received from his mother, but he had no much courage to reveal that to his school nurse. The principal came and was disappointed since that was not the first time, and he took the initiative of taking Dave to a meeting with the police. Dave was assured that he would not go back to his mother again, which gave him a sigh of relief since he was finally free from the abuses.
The story rewinds to the happy account of the protagonists' families. His mother is Catherine Roerva, who is an average looking woman who "glowed with love for her children," and his father is Stephen Joseph, who is a playful and strong fireman. The family performs things together, where the mother prepares special meals, surprises, and outings for her three sons. At the same time, the father provided the fatherly figure and the superhero in the family during the good years.
The abuses started through little disciplining to him done by his mother. The disciplines turned into full-scale abuses that spiraled out of control. However, the abuses were less when Dave's father was around. Although his father never dared to defy his mother, Dave always looked at him as his superhero since he had a glimpse of peace when he was around. His father warned him to “be a good boy” around her mother. Another safe haven for Dave was his school 

[bookmark: _GoBack]since he was away from his mother. From little frequent disciplining, Dave was later subjected to huge and torturous abuses including leaving him home during a family vacation, forcing him to eat a bar soap, starving him, placing his arms forcefully over a burning stove and beating him thoroughly to the point of creating severe and visible bruises over his body.
One day, Dave's mother threatened him with a knife, accidentally, the knife slipped and stabbed him in the stomach, leaving a severe cut. She dressed the wound, not caring for Dave's health or wellbeing, but for her safety with the law enforcement. When Dave reported the incident to his father, he did not do anything, which made him disappointed. Dave stopped seeing his dad as a superhero and started seeing himself as a hero and a survivor. Later in his life, his father becomes fed up with the behavior of their mother and latter left the family. Although Dave's mother was violent, she was only violent to Dave. She was very good and caring for his other two brothers. 
Dave lost his faith due to the increased abuses with no one willing to help him. His mother had no indications of stopping the abuses. The book later gives us a glimpse of life after he was rescued, where he completed his studies and got a family. He was now a father with a young son called Stephen. He gives all the love and attention he could to his son wishing the best for him. He reflects on his troubled childhood life and appreciates how strong he has become due to the abuse and pain he endured.
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